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SENATOR R JOHNSON:  Nr. President and nenbers, |. on't know
if ol rise...I'msomewhat |ike SenatorCoordsen (S| c) sonewhat
neutral, because whatever happens here on this particular

constitutional amendment won't probably affect me anyway. gy
have often heard peopl e conpl ain about being here, that we're
here too long and we're tired and wore out and shouldn't pe

here. And | guess my criticismof the systemis that if you
don't want to be here, why have you been running for the
offices. 1 mean, we' re elected by people that work here to nake

a comitment to those people to pass the laws, to help themwth
constituent services and it seenms to nme that, quite frankly,
with the workload that we have nore days, not less, it would
seemto be nore appropriate. There are a lot of problens facing
this state and this country and it doesn't seemappropriate that
we would try and frivolize the situation by saying the problens
will go away if we just don't neet as many tinmes or as man

days. Well, | don't think that's going to be the case at ally
I think that we're going to recogni ze that as nore and probl ens,

whether it's natural resource issues, whether it's tax issues,
especially since this Legislature has the power to set the taxes’
of the state, that a |ot of these issues renot going to go
away just because we're not here. And it seens to me ﬁ it

woul d be moreappropriateto go in the opposite dlrectlon not

to I essen the nunmber of days that we work but rather lengthen
the number of days we "work, especially in a 60 day sessi on

because it just seens to ne he" \eare less tha or a |itt le
over hal f-way through and we, quitefrankly, have gotten very
little done this session. Andso, yes, Frank, you'reright, we
do have a tendency to procrastlnate Wesit aroundand we
think, well, we can handle those problens tonorrow. And
especially with the public hearing process that we have in thls
body, only working three hours a day on the floor for hal f-way
through the session, you don't get muchdone. Andso either

change that systemor add sone extra days to the session so that

we can get some things in the afternoons other than public

hearings would seem to be appropriate as well. guess oo
?uess going to 70-70 is not bad but, you know, | et ttle
rustrated hearing peopl e conpl ai n about bei ng here and ' have

of ten wondered why anyone would run if they don't want to serve.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Kri st ensen.
SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members | have

alittle problemwith the organizational period of tipme and |
guess it sounds good that we could bemore efficient and force
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